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24 Senators Go
B ack to School

CPY

T WENTY -FOUR Democratic Senators
gathered for dinner one night last week
“in the old Supreme Court chamber at
the Capitol. Senatorial dinnm are
nothing new but this ; .
one was new: .the
.Senators were going
back to school. )
They met to, listen
to and question
- Henry M. Kissinger
on some of the funda
_mentals in the East-
West conflict cen-
tered on the Berlin .
crisis. Conservatives, X
moderates, liberals— Roberts
all agreed it was stimulating for. men‘
who all too often don't even have the
time to read a book. Of the preaidential
‘posgibilities, only Kennedy was out of
the city. Humphrey, Byminztun. John- |
son were there. |

The “school,”- though he h wary d-

that word, is the brainchild of one of’
the Senate'a'brlght young men, Albert
Gore of Tennessee, This week's dirmer
guest will be Raymond L. Garthoff,
youthful author of “Soviet Strategy In'
the Nuclear Age.”

Gore is delighted at the response. He'
.hopes to keep school going for several:
“more weeks. . After the two forelgn
policy experts he is turning to eco-
nomics with Gardner Means the next
faculty member.
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THIS SORT of senatorial craving to
know and to understand today's critical
problems is one of the heartening signs
of the times. The new-crop of Senators |
includes a lot of eggheads and there
are a goodly number, too, among the
new House members. A new day for ]
the intellectual in America began with
Sputnik I and the Gore school is »
refliection of just that.

The. need to know is not confined to
those who work behind sccurity wraps.
It is as wide as America, for democracy

can operate effectively only when Gov-

e ent has a popular base of consent.
And consent requirés familiarity and
understanding of what is involved even
though details may be shscure.

The Overstreéts’ What We Need to
Know About Comynunism is a' good
example of the kind of book which can
fill gaps in the background of millions

Soviet policy. But the Overstreets have
done a first-rate writing job which
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"Hlow-hot-blowrcold of Soviet policy.

|deople think he should stick to his job| -

Jdthers. But thh lpccch pmn. ou,er.:.._,."h

{dnbusy in that respect. But it has some: -

|sitt facts and figures about the Soviet]:

Ptates.

.

Speeches by Government officials, as]
general rule, do not help much in]
onveying hard Information to ‘the

blic on which to base judgments. But
exception was Allen Dulles’ talk in
ew .Orlesns last Wednesday, Some

s head of the Central Intelligence} -,
gency and leave the speechanaking (o

egmmlc fuhctions, as thls speec
“One of them is to gather a

dconomy and td compare them with th
An erlcan oconomym *

ome points. that need repeating.
$enator Gore would do well toadd -
is faculty someone who can preseny

he evidence:and the trends. For Sensq'
ors,‘iand all ‘other Americang,- hadl.
better be aware of the !u:tl and the.

poviet industry in particular is growing .
aster than:is the case in the Uniteq:
Dulles compared industri
growth ~ in  Russis, - 1052-88 - inclusivey
ith ‘growth :here in 195187 Inclusive]’ - %
[he annual Sovlet rate, he found, wa
l% " per -cent compared to 3.8 per ce
for. the- U, §. And as he’ noted. h
pvolded recession 1958 in the U. S. o
he comparison would have been “eve
cs8 favorahle.” .

-Relative growth alohe is {mportant
But more important is an understandi
b( . what each nation does with thap
rrawth. Doubtless because he is a memy .
ber of the Eisenhower team, Dulles way -
restrained in his comments on thq.
‘secret of Boviet success.” He said only’
Lhat it “lies in the fact that the Kremlif
caders direct a far higher proportio
b{ total resources to natlonal polic
purposes. than does the United States.q].
Subject for a Gore School dinner: ¢a

. democracy find a way, without alter}
ng the nature of democracy, to direc

F necessarily higher proportion of i

L

essources to natlomal policy purposes

‘of Americans. It is not easy to explain|- -
Communist dogma and to relate if tol!
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